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(2) Prior to a decision on the disposi-
tion of funds, staff shall allow the in-
mate a reasonable amount of time to 
prove ownership. 

[48 FR 19573, Apr. 29, 1983, as amended by 64 
FR 36754, July 7, 1999] 

§ 553.14 Inmate transfer between insti-
tutions and inmate release. 

(a) Except as provided for in para-
graphs (a)(1) through (3) of this section, 
authorized personal property shall be 
shipped by staff to the receiving insti-
tution. 

(1) The Warden ordinarily shall allow 
an inmate transferring to another in-
stitution to transport personal items 
determined necessary or appropriate by 
staff and, if applicable, legal materials 
for active court cases. 

(2) The Warden may require or allow 
an inmate who is transferring to an-
other institution under furlough condi-
tions to transport all the inmate’s au-
thorized personal property with him or 
her. 

(3) An inmate who is being released 
or who is transferring to a Community 
Corrections Center may arrange to ship 
personal property at the inmate’s ex-
pense. The inmate is responsible for 
transporting any personal property not 
so shipped. 

(b) If the inmate’s personal property 
is not authorized for retention by the 
receiving institution, staff at the re-
ceiving institution shall arrange for 
the inmate’s excess personal property 
to be mailed to a non-Bureau destina-
tion of the inmate’s choice. The inmate 
shall bear the expense for this mailing. 

(c) Whenever the inmate refuses to 
provide a mailing address for return of 
the property or, when required, refuses 
to bear the expense of mailing the 
property, the property is to be disposed 
of through approved methods, includ-
ing destruction of the property. 

[64 FR 36754, July 7, 1999] 

§ 553.15 Limitations on personal prop-
erty—medical transfers. 

The Warden shall set a limit on the 
amount of personal property that may 
accompany an inmate transferring to a 
medical facility. For purpose of this 
rule, a medical facility is one which 
provides observation and/or treatment 

of a medical, surgical, or psychiatric 
nature, or any combination of these. 
Such medical transfers are ordinarily 
of a short-term duration (30–120 days). 

(a) The Wardens of the sending and 
receiving institutions shall allow the 
inmate to retain those legal materials 
specifically needed in respect to on- 
going litigation. Questions as to the 
need for such material may be referred 
to Regional Counsel. 

(b) The Warden of the sending insti-
tution shall designate a secure location 
for storage of all inmate personal prop-
erty not accompanying the inmate. 

(c) Personal property permitted in 
the sending institution, but not in the 
receiving institution, shall either be 
retained at the sending institution or 
be mailed to a destination of the in-
mate’s choice. 

(1) If the inmate is expected to return 
to the sending institution within 120 
days of transfer, staff shall advise the 
inmate that property not allowed in 
the medical facility may be held at the 
sending institution or sent to a des-
tination of the inmate’s choice (other 
than the medical facility), at the in-
mate’s expense. Where lack of space 
prevents retention of the inmate’s 
property at the sending institution, 
that institution shall pay postage costs 
connected with mailing the inmate’s 
property to a destination of the in-
mate’s choice. Where lack of space pre-
vents the retention of the inmate’s 
property at the sending institution, 
and the inmate refuses to provide a 
mailing address for return of the prop-
erty, the property is to be disposed of 
through approved methods, including 
destruction of the property. 

(2) The inmate’s property may be 
sent with the inmate to the medical fa-
cility when the inmate is not expected 
to return to the sending institution, 
will be at the medical facility over 120 
days, or for any other justified reason. 
The Warden at the sending institution 
shall prepare and place in the inmate’s 
central file written documentation for 
forwarding the inmate’s personal prop-
erty. 

(d) The Warden of the medical facil-
ity shall return an inmate’s personal 
property ordinarily in the same or 
equivalent size container as originally 
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